
NEWS OF ZION LUTHER AN | ANOKA OCTOBER 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

October 1-2
Luke 17:5-10

October 8-9
Luke 17:11-19

October 15-16
Luke 18:1-8

October 22-23
Luke 18:9-14

October 29-30
John 8:31-36

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Please join us for
Zion’s Stewardship Breakfast

Sunday, October 9
8:50 a.m. or 10 a.m.

Fellowship Hall
Menu: Egg bake, fruit, muffins, coffee and orange juice

Breakfast is free and will be served after both the 
8 & 9 a.m. services. No reservation needed.

Reformation Weekend - October 29 & 30
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed 
in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the 
good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this 
life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for 
the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

Let us come together on October 29/30 for Reformation Weekend as we celebrate the 
reformative work of Martin Luther by the power of the Holy Spirit and look forward 
to the ever changing work of the Spirit in our lives and in the life of the Church. We 
will share in festive music and God’s Word of grace and freedom.

All Saints Weekend & Luminaries for Loved Ones
All Saints Weekend is November 5-6 and it is when we acknowledge those
we love and cherish who, during this past year, were commended into the arms of
our Savior’s mercy for the blessed rest of everlasting peace. During worship on 
both Saturday and Sunday, we will name the Zion members who have died as well 
as give you the opportunity to write a name on a card of the saint you would like to 
remember. On Sunday evening, we will have our Luminaries for Loved Ones event in 
Zion’s parking lot from 5:30-7 p.m. where you can drive through, pray and remember 
all the saints who have touched your lives. To include a luminary of a loved one, pick 
up a white paper bag from church starting October 16, decorate it any way you would 
like or just write the name of your loved one on the bag. We will collect the completed 
bags through noon on November 6. Volunteers will fill each bag with sand and a tea 
light and place them in our lot.



a message from Pastor Brent

Vertical Wonders
By Colleen Nelson

I love trees. Being surrounded by large trees with their huge canopies instills in me a 
feeling of comfort, like a hug from a dear friend. This photo depicts a wooded, gravel 
road in northern Minnesota that my dog and I frequent on our walks at the cabin. 
Content with my surroundings, I talk with God about the path I should consider 
(figuratively) for the days ahead. This special time is also when ideas for my writings 
bubble to the surface of my consciousness. Unlike our North Dakota neighbors, who 
long for wide open spaces, I yearn for the beauty and magnificence of our Creator’s 
vertical wonders. Years ago, my husband Rod and I drove through the California 
redwoods on our honeymoon and I was fascinated by the size and age of the giant 
conifers. Evergreens aside, I’d like to reflect on the season of Autumn. Do you have 
a favorite tree; one in which you look forward to seeing its fall spectrum year after year? Many Zion members 
would choose the majestic maple near the bell tower. For me, I would list the two maples in my front yard. An 
interesting fact about these two healthy trees is that they were originally planted by the city on Zion’s boulevard. 
While they were still fairly young, the city offered the trees to Zion for free since they would otherwise be 
destroyed during the Jefferson Street upgrade. We gave a donation to Zion towards two of the trees and had them 
planted in our yard. It’s been over 20 years and they are now large enough to hang our grandson’s swing on one of 
the lower branches! Like Zion’s maple, they produce colorful shades of orange and red at the peak of the season. In 
fact, they are so beautiful I’ve had people stop their cars to comment on their brilliance. I enjoy most of our Lord’s 
creations, especially trees, but spiders not so much.

Fall is in the air! Daylight hours are getting shorter. The air is cool and 
crisp. Leaves are starting to change. With fall comes the annual ritual of 
a stewardship campaign. The theme of our fall stewardship emphasis is 
Zion: A Place to Gather and Grow. I love the logo (which was designed 
by Janis Korus). The tree branches remind us that Zion is a place and a 
community of people that provides shade—protection from the scorching 
heat. During those times in our lives that are hard, Zion is here to provide

renewal and hope. We provide this shade within our building, but we also provide hope by going out into the 
world as Christ’s hands and feet. The tree roots of the log represent all the ways that Zion helps to root or ground 
our faith to provide spiritual nourishment throughout our lives.
There will be a number of opportunities to learn more about our stewardship campaign. Please join us for the 
stewardship breakfast on Sunday morning, October 9. A delicious breakfast will be served and there will be a 
brief stewardship presentation. A stewardship devotional will be available for daily devotions for the month 
of October. The daily devotions will be emailed out to our email list beginning on October 1. Printed copies of 
the devotionals are available at the front desk. There will also be brief “Gather and Grow” moments during our 
weekend services in October highlighting the goals of our stewardship campaign for 2023. Each Zion household 
should receive the stewardship mailing during the first week of October. We invite you to complete your 
stewardship intention sheet for 2023 and return it by mailing it in, dropping it off at church or placing it in the 
offering plate on the weekend of October 29 and 30.
Thank you for all the ways that you help to make Zion a place to gather and grow.



welcome

Lake Wobegon® Brass Band Concert - October 8
Saturday, October 8 | 7:30 pm | Sanctuary
Zion Lutheran welcomes the Lake Wobegon® Brass Band for a delightful concert on 
October 8. The LWBB is a British-style brass band founded and based in Anoka and 
celebrating its 31st season. The concert will feature an engaging and entertaining 
program including original brass band works by Vaughan Williams, Gregson, Arnold, a 
euphonium solo by Philip Sparke, as well as several other pieces. Tickets are available 
at the front desk. Adults - $10, Students - Free. Make checks payable to Lake Wobegon® 
Brass Band.

Blessing of the Keys - October 16
Sunday, October 16 | 9 & 11 am Worship Services
An invitation to all new drivers and their families! We want to celebrate the milestone of those who have just 
received or are about to receive their driver’s license. Join us, Sunday, October 16 at either the 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. 
worship service for the Blessing of the Keys.

Cinnamon Roll Sunday - October 16
Cinnamon rolls are back! One Sunday a month, Zion high school youth will be serving 
cinnamon rolls in the Cornerstone Café as a fundraiser to raise money for their 
summer trips. The fundraiser will be a free-will offering. All proceeds go directly 
toward helping the youth pay for 2023 summer trips.

Fare For All - October 20
October 20 | 4 - 6 pm | Lower Commons
Fare For All is a program that allows people to come and shop at Zion once a 
month for deeply discounted nutritious food. Fare For All is open to everyone 
and accepts CREDIT, DEBIT and EBT cards.

Congregation Meet and Greet - October 30
Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday, October 30 from 1-3 p.m. in Zion’s Green Space (corner of 4th and Adams) 
for some s’mores and fun! Have you ever gone to a congregational event and talked to someone you didn’t know 
just because they went to a different service? Come join us for an afternoon of getting to know one another. This 
event is in combination with Zion’s Trunk or Treat that will be happening in the upper parking lot – so you are 
invited to both! (No costume required for the s’mores!)

Divorce Care Group - Mondays at 7 pm
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend the Divorce Care Series, 
Mondays 7-8:30 p.m. in the Legacy Room. Questions? Email Sandy Wallace sandylwallace@yahoo.com for more 
information.



worship

Zion’s Worship Opportunities

In-Person Worship Services
Saturdays @ 5 p.m. and Sundays @ 8 a.m., 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Livestream Worship Services
Sundays @ 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Radio (BOB-FM 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 a.m.

Ringmasters to Perform Commissioned Piece - November 20
Zion Ringmasters are excited to announce that on Sunday, November 20 during all worship services, they will be 
performing the world premier of a handbell piece commissioned specifically for them in memory of Karen Krantz. 
The work is by Jason Krug, a well-known composer and arranger of handbell music. Karen was a member of Zion 
for 63 years and played in the Ringmasters for almost 20 years. She loved music, participating in many different 
choirs and bands. When the family was considering a memorial for her, the idea of a musical commission seemed 
very appropriate.
For the specific song, the family chose Arirang, a Korean folk song that is often considered almost a second 
national anthem of Korea. Karen and her husband Alan adopted two Korean children, Braden and Kelsey, as 
infants and always strived to make them aware of their Korean heritage by attending many activities as they 
were growing up. Arirang was played and sung every day at the opening of Korean Culture Camp, a summer camp 
for Korean adoptees. The song expresses both the longing to be with family and loved ones, and the joy of what 
can be accomplished by working together. After it is performed at Zion in November, Arirang will be published 
with the dedication to Karen and the Ringmasters. Hopefully, handbell choirs all over the world will choose 
to play this beautiful song. The Ringmasters invite you to join them on November 20 as they present this very 
special piece.

Zion Pages Book Club - October Discussion
October 24 | 6:30 pm | Theater
On October 24, we will be discussing Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover. 
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she 
set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no 
one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s 
older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided 
to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and 
across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if 
she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
Zion Pages meet the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. All are welcome!



grow

 Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
Join us Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for Adult Forum! Below is the schedule for October.
• October 2: A Peace of My Mind Part 3
• October 9: Stewardship breakfast and forum
• October 16: In the Dust of the Rabbi - Do you ever feel like you are a follower of Jesus, but from a distance? In 

this five-session DVD study by Ray Vander Laan you will discover how you can get dusty and be closer to your 
Rabbi, Jesus, by doing what he does.

• October 23: In the Dust of the Rabbi Part 2
• October 30: In the Footsteps of Martin Luther presented by Pastor Brent from his recent trip to Germany.

Animate: Faith Small Group Schedule
• Week of October 3: Jesus | Revolution of Love by Mark Scandrette
• Week of October 10: Salvation | Abundant Life Now by Shane Hipps
• Week of October 17: Cross | Where God Is by Nadia Bolz-Weber
• Week of October 24: Bible | A Book Like No Other by Lauren Winner
• Week of October 31: Church | An Imperfect Family by Bruce Reyes-Chow

New Advent Small Group Study Coming in November
Starting the week of November 21, we will begin a four-week Advent study called: Light of the World by 
Amy-Jill Levine. In Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent, author, professor, and Biblical scholar Amy-Jill 
Levine explores the Biblical texts surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. Join her as she traces the Christmas 
narrative through the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, and the visit from the 
Magi. These stories open conversations around connections of the Gospel stories to the Old Testament, the role of 
women in first-century Jewish culture, the importance of Mary’s visitation and the revolutionary implications of 
Mary’s Magnificat, the census and the stable, and the star of Bethlehem and the flight to Egypt.

Bible Presentations - October 9
Bible Presentations will be made Sunday, October 9 at the 9 a.m. worship service. 
Three-year-olds and new 4-5-year-olds will receive the Spark Story Bible. Kids in 
Grade 2 and new 3rd-5th graders will receive the CEV Children’s Bible. These Bibles are 
given annually. Although they’re given for home use with families, we also use them 
in Sunday School! Parents, for more details, please attend our Parent Bible Classes at 
10:15 a.m. on October 2. Parents of 3-5-year-olds will meet in the Chapel, and parents 
for 2nd-5th graders will meet in the Theater. Questions? Contact Ann Campbell at acampbell@zionanoka.org.

First Communion Instruction - November 6
First Communion Instruction will be offered on Sunday, November 6 from 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. in 
the Theater. To participate, register between now and October 30. We offer open communion at 
Zion, so parents if you feel your child is ready, please feel free to register. Children will receive 
their first communion at the service of your choice beginning November 19. Other dates are 
available upon request. One adult is required to attend with the child/children. Scan the QR Code 
to register the child/children plus at least one adult. If you’re unable to attend, our next class will 
be in the spring. Contact Ann Campbell acampbell@zionanoka.org with questions.



grow and care

Baptisms
Aug 27 - Francesca 
Haubrick
Aug 28 - Oliver Naegele
Sept 10 - Adelynn & Hazel 
Mingo

Don & Bonnie Timm
Scott & Kelly Scherer
Ken Kost
Jim & Sandy Carroll
Darrel & Regina Beckman
Joe & Barb Ridge
Linda Hovan
Judy Woolcott
Steve & Lori Randall 

about our people
Deaths
Erwin Dargis
Norm Nahring
Kenneth Rosales
Rod Halvorson
Kim Barka
Lorraine Simmonds
Carol Buelow
Roger Oppegard

Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Ernie Woizeschke
Jane Koehler – memory of Wes & Ruth Fitzner
Richard Nybeck – memory of Renie Nybeck
Bev Fraser – memory of Norm Nahring
Cara Fish – memory of Carol Buelow

Affirmation of Baptism Service
On September 18, 24 youth affirmed their faith in the Affirmation of Baptism service. Please keep the following 
youth in your prayers as they begin a new chapter in their faith journey:

Noah Ammann, Kali Barker, Nolan Baumann, Jack Borchert, Sydney Borchert, Carson Green, Kate Hennes, 
Tennyson Holmes, Tristan Holmes, Sam Kyes, Alex Martinson, Rachel Mattson, Haylee Olsen, Reid Olson, Amelia 
Reinhart, Amelia Sanders, Te’a Schuppan, Rayna Severance, Arianna Snyder, Caiden Springer, Liam Stack, Keaton 
Swanson, Ella Voelker, Soren Wallager.

Trunk or Treat - Sunday, October 30
Mark your calendars for Trunk or Treat, Sunday, October 30 from 1-3 p.m. If you would like to participate by 
decorating your car’s trunk and passing out candy, stop by the Welcome Desk to sign up. Those attending the 
Trunk or Treat event will be voting for their favorite trunk and the winner receives a prize! 

This community event has quickly become a yearly tradition at Zion. Last year over 250 trunk-or-treaters 
attended. With the addition of parents, the event brought a total of around 500 people to Zion’s parking lot! Feel 
free to contact Pastor Mike with any questions mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

Supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund
Thank you to the following recent supporters of our Radio Broadcast Fund:

New Members
Hannah, Ethan, Hudson 
McElmury & Hunter 
Ostlund
Barbara Arveson
David Riley
Charlyn Anderson

Kaye Larkin
Shirlie Johnston
Audrey Chergosky
Shirley Erickson
Elaine Isaacson
Wes & Milena Hoskins
Kathy & Dave Swartwood
Earl Bailey
Jean Olson
Craig Bakken

Weddings
Aug 27 - Brittany 
Thunstrom & Ronald 
Donley



care

Grief Support Group at Zion Begins October 11
A Grief Support Group will begin on Tuesday, October 11 at 4:30 p.m. in the Legacy Room on the lower level. The 
group will run for 4 weeks and will be facilitated by Pastor Sue. It is open to anyone who has lost a loved one. 
No need to pre-register, although it would be helpful if you would email Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org or 
Pastor Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org and let them know you plan to attend.

Growing Through Loss© - Fall Grief Series
This six-week series will be held at Anoka United Church of Christ beginning October 13-November 17. 
Registration is at 6:45 p.m. At 7 p.m. a guest speaker will discuss a grief topic, followed by facilitated small 
groups. You are welcome to come and listen to the speaker; support group participation is optional. The evening 
ends at 9 p.m. Each session is complete in itself. You are welcome to attend one or all sessions. There is no 
pre-registration or fee and the event is open to the public. For further information please call (763) 354-7828. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Sue swallager@zionanoka.org.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Theme: Hope

Awareness: When the topic of domestic violence is brought up, you may have heard 
it said that “it doesn’t happen here”. But sadly, violence is ever more prevalent in 
our society; 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have experienced some form of physical 
violence by an intimate partner (National Coalition Against Domestic Violence). 
Domestic violence is often hidden. Those experiencing it may feel ashamed or afraid 
to tell someone and stay silent until things spin out of control.

Intervention: Churches are often the first place victims go to get help. Church staff 
must learn the signs of abuse and know the resources in the community so that 
victims who come to them can be connected to help. This may save a person’s life.

Prevention: A healthy church is a community of hope that values nurturing, healthy 
relationships within families, the congregation and with neighbors. It shines a light of 
hope to victims and survivors of domestic violence to find healing, refuge, and safety.

How can churches create a culture of safety and support?

Staff training: Train (both initial and refresher) pastors and staff.
Create ministries: Establish groups such as Zion’s Rachel Circle that organize events and educational programs, 
meet regularly for Bible Study and keep learning about domestic violence.
Raise awareness in the congregation: Attend presentations or programs that offer stories of survivors and 
their advocates (such as law enforcement and the justice system, shelters, faith-based advocacy groups).
Model truth and justice: Foster healthy relationships within the family, the congregation and with neighbors in 
the community.
Form bonds: Cherish and protect each other and teach the ways of peace.
Pray: Call on God on behalf of the victims and for ourselves to receive wisdom on how to help.
Share: Urge other faith communities to create this kind of culture of safety and support.

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.” ~ John 1:5
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

Zion Pre-K - citizen scientists

This summer we became Citizen Scientists. The monarch population is dwindling. We did our part to bring in caterpillars, feed 
and care for them. Our reward…..a beautiful butterfly! We learned how important milkweed plants are to monarchs and how 

pesticides harm them. Over the summer and into the fall we’ve raised and tagged over 50 monarchs that will head south to 
Mexico soon. Take a look around Zion and see our signs reminding all to help save the monarch.


